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I. INTRODI]CTION

l . With profound gratitude and a deep sense ofdutr', I address this Third Session of the Sixth
Parliament of the Second Republic of Sierra Leone. I do so in humility. flrlly aware ofthe solemn trust
our people have placed in us. As President, and as a fellow citizen and father ofthis rntior; I feel the weight
ofthat tust and tlrc responsibility it demands.

2. This chamber is the beating heart ofour dernocracy. Here, tbrough debate and decision, we

shape the laws and policies that reach every Sierra konean I ife. Here. u'e choose whether the future we
give our children will be defined by hope and opportuniry or by delay and division. You have shown,
especially in critical moments. that you understand that responsibiliqt and I command you for your service.

3. Over the past year, you have shown courage in adversitv and resilience in the work ofnation-
building. You have chosen writy when division beckoned, and you have put the national interest above

partisar gain. Wlrether advancing economic stabilisation, reforming oru petolerrn sector, arhmcing narional

security. or strengthening frameworks for youth development and women's empowerment in vocational

training, higher education, labour, and social protection, you have focused on what matters most to our
people.

4. I want every Sierra Leonean to kno*' this Parliament matters. Your work matters. Your
decisions touch every household, wera farme6 trader, teacher, and student striving for a better
life. Because ofthis. our people rightly expect us to act with integrity, purpose, and compassion at all
times.

5. I extend my heartfelt commendation to the leadership ofthis House, to all Political Parties

represented here, to every Honourable Membeq and to our Paramount Chiefs. You have carried out your

rnandate with distinction. You have shorryn that w{ren we rise above partisanship and put Sierra kone firs!



we can deliver rcal, lasting progress. For this, you have eamed not only my admiration but the gra.titude of
a proud and hopefrrl nation.

6. Aswe open this new session, let us renew our shared corfftritsnent - to service above self, to
country above pafty, and to building a future worthy ofour people's trust.

Mr Speaker, Honourable Members,

7. This new session opens at a moment ofrenewed hope and stur€d purpose. Across every distric!
our people look to this Govemment and this Parliament to deliver development. expand opportunity, and

protect stability. It is a sacred duty, and I do not take it lightly.

8. I appear before you to reaffrm our unwavering commitnent to nationai transformation and to
ircrount iLr the progress we have made, as well as the challenges we mrut still conliont.

I \t'e are steadiil translating the bold vision of Sierra Leone's Medium-Term Nationel
Development Plan (IVITNDP) for 202#2030 into real and measurable gains - bringing development
closer to our people. restoring public trust in our imtitutions, and laying the firrn foundations for a more
inclusive, resilienl, and prosperous Siena f,eone.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

10. To strengthen hansparency and accountability, I will lay before this Honourable House a
comprehersive report detailing our govemance record and sectoral achievements for the past year. I tust
Parliament rvill give it the carefirl review it deserves, consislent with your ov'ersight mandate and ow slured
resporsibility for national transformalion.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

11 . Allow me now to share with this esteemed House - and with the people of Sierra Leone - kcy
highlights ofthe tangible progress we have achieved under our Big Five Game Changers. These priorities
rernain ccnfal to our nation's sustainable economic grouth and social progress. What I present is proofof
what can be accomplished when we lead with visiorl govem with purpose. and act in uniq,.

U. THEBIGPIVEGAMECHANGERS

12. 1n2023, we launched the Big Five Game Changers - bold and strategic priorities at the heart

ofour national rarsformation agenda. Together, they provide a clear blueprint to accelerate grorvth" foster

inclusion, and secure lasing stabiliry

13. I am pleased to report steady, measurable progress across all five pillars:

Ferd Salone is strengthening food security and reducing dependence on imports

t Hunan Capital Development is expanding access to quality education, healthcare, and
opporhmities for women.

2

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,



The Youth Emplolment Scheme is transforming joblessness into opportuniry, channelling
the energSr ofour young people into enterprise and innovation.

* Technologr and Infrastructure Development is cxpanding digital access and enhancing
national competitiveness.

Public service Reform is delivering morc Eansparen! efticien! and accountable institutions
that build public tnrst and improve service delivery.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

14. As we recommit to these priorities, I u'ill now highlight key achievements mder each of these
transformative pillars.

GAME CHANGER T - FEED SALONE

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

I 5. We are makilg strong and steady progress toward food self-sufficiency. 1n2024 ilone,
rice production rose bt'87o, resulting in a I 3% reduction in rice imports and saving the rntion over US$15

million in foreign exchange. These gains have resulted in a 207" decline in rice prices over the past year.

Three new rice mills are now operational, boosting domestic processing capaciry and reducing post-

harvest losses.

16. the impact is clear: the World Food Programme (WFP) has cut its reliance on imported rice

from90%o to 60o/r, sowcing the rcmaining 30% directly from Sierra Leone's resilient smallholder farmen.

1 7. Beyond rice, we are diversifring our food economy. Over the past two 1'ears. egg imports heve

fallen by 21 7o. and locally produced eggs are now l07o cheaper. Strategic market interventions and

increased domestic supply have also made local onions 207u more afiordable than imported varieties.

For the first time, Sierra Leone has begun exporting vegetable oil and other agricultural poducts - a sign of
a more competitir e and resilient agri{conom}.

I 9. Last year, my Govemment secured over US$800 million in international pledges to support

agricultural productivity and food sovereigrty. Already, US$205 million has been committed, including
US$105 million for livestock development, US$45 million for cassava production' and flS$55
million for critical agricultural road infrastructure.

20. To support mechanisation. we launched a US$10 million credit fscility to increase access to

equipment, build industrialgrade poultry feed milts, and roll out Sierra Leonc's first-everWeathen-
Index Crop Insurance scheme, beginning with rice and maize farmers.
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AGRICLTLTLIRE r\ND FOOD SECITRITY

I 8. Flagship programmes. such as the Agricultural Value Chain Development Project, are

expanding value chains, raising farmer incomes. and enabling the cultivation of 9,(Xl0 additional hectares

of cocoa - boosting export potential and rural prosperity. Also, the Livestock and Livelihoods
Derelopment Pmject is modemising aimal lFaltr s,.stems, upgrading livestock intrastnrcuue, and ins€aslng

farmen'income.



I,{r Speaker, Honourable Members,

13. We also recognise that sustainable lbod systems require urgent turd integated climate action. I

lrave riirected the Ministries ofAgriculture and Food Securi6', Envimnment, and the Envirronment
l)rotection Agency (EPA) to embed food systems resilience into Siena Leone's tbird Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) under the Paris Agrcement. Relevant policies and legislation will
soon be laid before this Honourable House.

24. Shengthening our food systems also mears investing in climate-resilient communities. rrtr/e are

advancing sustainable land use, forestry management, reforestation, and cormunity-led biodiversity
conservatioD, empo*ering local communities to tal(e greater ownership of nantral resource management

and enforce enrironnental protection.

'IHE tr.ISHERIES SECTOR

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

25.'Ihetisheriesrctorremairsavitalpillarofoureconomy-contributing12percenttonational
GDP and supporting the livelihoods ofover one million Sie.rra Leonears, particularly women and youth.

26. ln2024,the sector Benerated over US$S million in foreigrr exchange, surpassing 2023 revenue

targets. With the introduction of a new Quota Management System (QMS), based on catch volumes,
we expect to more than double this revenue in the coming ycars, while ensuring sustainability and

equitable access to nulrine resources.

27. Key reforms include the digitisation offsheries data collection and the larmch ofa dedicated

Aquaculture and Inland Fisherix Policy to promote commercial investrnent in aquacultue and accelerate

the development of inland fisheries. This will lay the fbundation for long-term sector gro*th and higher

domestic revenue.

28. In line with regional best practices, we have introduced a closed fishing season for artisanal
and industrial fleets to allow depleted fuh stock to regenerate, ersuring the long-term health ofour marine
ecosysterns.

29. International partuenhips have expanded significantll'. A landmark invcstment agreement
with the Republic of Erypt now supports joint ventues in commercial lisheries and shrimp
aqusculfure. strengthening regional cooperation and private sector engagement.
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2l . We are proud to have mmpleted the fint nationwide digital soil mippitrg erercise, guiding

targeted Ibrtiliser and seed delivery. In addition, our biometric Nrtional Farmers Registry now includes

over 300,000 farmen, wirh expansion undertay. These i rovations form the foundation ofa modem

agricultural ecoqystem.

22. Infrasrucnre remains a key enabler. We have commenced the construction of420 kilometres
of feeder roads and essential rural bridges. Under the Smallholder Commercialisation and
Agribusiness Development Project (SCADEP), four major bridges arc under conslruction The Mattru-
Senehun Bridge has already been comrnissioned, wfiile the Gendema Bridge in Kenema, the Manowa
Bridge in Kailahun, and the Tomparie Bridge in Karene uill soon be inaugurated.



30. Marine governance has been enhanced through additional Vessel Monitoring System (VMS)
units, integated with Automatic ldentification System (AIS) technology. These syste ms now enable

continuous. real-time tacking of all'licensed ressels operating in our Exclusive Economic Zone.

3l . Our fight against lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing has intensified. The

Monitoring and Compliance Division has operationalised the Port State MeasurcsAgreement @SMA),
ensuring rigorous inspections ofall industrial vessels at our ports in line with intemational govemance

standards.

32. Domestic revenue colleotion has improved through intensitled registration and licensing of
artisanal fuhjng canoes. We are also working to increase annual indtutrial fish production from 120,fi)0
to 150,000 metric tonnes. boosting output. processing, and exports.

33. Construction of the Black Johnson Industrial Fish Harbour Complex is progressing. An
implementation agreement has been signed. Iinancing arr:angements with the Govemment ofthe People's

Republic ofChina are nearing completion. and sile cleatancc' is undenvay follorving the conclusion ol
intemarional bidding for engincering firms. This modem facility will hos large industrial vessels, including
tuna ships. and drive value addition across the fisheries value chain.

35. Finally. we continue to modemise policies and regulatory frameworks 10 attracl investment.

consen,e marine biodiversity. shengllrn food securiq'. and support inclusiveiob creation - particularll' tbr
youth. These ret'onns lay the fbundation for a resilient, sustainable, and competitive Bluc Economr'.

GANIE CIIANGER 2 - HT]M,\N CAPITALDEVELOPII1ENT

36. No nation can rise above the qualih of its people. That is u'hy m1'Gcvemmcnt continues
to invest boldl;' in education, healthcare, and skills developrnent - the true engines of productivitl,'.
innovation. and opportunil-v. These fbrurdations are essential lbr ajust. resilient. and globally competitive

Sierra l,cone.

BASIC AND SENTOR SECONDART EDUCATION

37. In 2024, student enrolment, retention, and completion rates rose signilicantly, supported by
expanded eJeaming, improved intemel access. solar solutions for underserved schools. and support for
leamcrs with special needs - ensuring that no child is left behind.

38. We have built ovcr 1,500 classrooms and improved WASH facilities in schools nationu,ide.
Retention. especiall;' arnong girls and returning child motherc, has increased through the pror,ision of
sanitary pads. frst aid kits. and the School Feeding Programme across l5 districts.

3 9 . To impmve learning outcomes, more than 20,0(X) teachers have been tained since 20 I 8. including
14,500 in early-grade literacy and numeracl,. We have also deployed 2fi) Quality Assurance Ollicers
nationwide to monitor and support teaching quality.

5

34. Certification ofSierra Leone's aquatic products for export to China is at an advancod

stage. Once finalised this year, it will unlock direct market access and signiticant trade opportrrnities.

psitioning Sierra Leonc as a growing forcc in regional and global seafbod rnarkets

Mr Speaker, Honourable Membcrs,



40. Our Govemment fully covers NPSE, BECE, and WASSCE exam fees. We provide tuition
subsidies for all public and Govemment-assisted schools, including institutions for leamers with special

needs. ensuring no chi-ld is denied education due to financial hardship.

4l . Today. more girls are completing senior secondary school and passing trational exams at
record levels. Independent assessments confirm that our students are now matching peers in Africa's
toFperforming edrrcation systenrs.

.12. These gairs reflect ssong political will. efiective partsrerships, community engagemen! and local

innovation. We remain committed to inchsive. qnalily sducation as a key driver of empowermenl nationa.l

t'ansformatiorL and resilience.

TECHNICAL AND HI(;HER EDT1CATION

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

43. Or,'er the pas year. my Govemment. ttrougfr the Ministrl of Technical and Higher Education
(MT[IE), has advanced our vision ofan inchsive, skills-based. innovationled education s!$tem to ernF)wer
youth and drive national development,

I. Transforrnative Skilb Developmenlfor Youth Empowerment

44. We are equipping young people - especially women and r.ulnerable groups - with practical,
future-ready skills. With I-r5$990,000 from the African Devclopment Bank. the WokDonCam
Project is revitalising three Technical Institutes tr) train youth in agro-proccssing. uaste manogcment.
digital technologry'. entrepreneurship. and rcft skills.

,15. lhrough the BEAR III Programme. supported by SIDA through UNESCO. we are

stlengd)ening agncu.ltural value chain training and piloting a Sector Skills Council to align certification and

lifelong leaming u.ith our I'eed Salone strates''.

46. Through a US$3.5 million partnership with UMDO. the Govemment of Japan MTHE, and
the Ministry of Youth Affairs. we established a Centre of Excellence lbr Automotive Training at the
Gorenunent-l bchni cal Institutc. offering(X0 hours ofcertified instruction in 3a modules. prioritising wornen

and d isadvantaged youth.

47. With I-INDP support. we piloted a Recognition of Prior Learning Programme in Freetown
zrnd Kenem4 certitying 100 inlbrmal*orters in constructron and HVAC.lls succ€ss led to the development

of a national plumbing curriculum. soon to be rolled out nationwide.

il. Digitolisalion and Tbchnologlt-Driven Learning

48. 1b bridge the digital divide in higher education- in partnership with ELCOME, we larurched a

nationwide connectivity progranxne linking nine universities across 23 campuses to affordable
internet via Starlink, benefrting over 10,0(X) students in just 90 days. This is reinforced by expanding
dre Sierra Leone Research and Education Network (SLREN), integratlng more insiltutions into natronal
and global research net',l'orks.
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49. -l'his 
year, in collaboration 'rvith UNDP's Timbuktoo Initiative. we rvill launch UniPods -

modem hubs for digital enfepreneurship. innovafion. and student-led, rnarket{riven solutions.

ill. Strengthening Governunce, Quality, and Research

50. This House passed two landmark laws - the rwised Tertiary Edueation Commission Act
and the National Council for Technical and Vocational Education Act - to modernise govemance
and ensure quality across both sectors.

5 I . 1b stt-ngthen research and innovation, MTHE. with UNEIiCO supprt- is delrloping a National
Research and Innovation Policy to position our universities as drivcrs ofindustrialisation within the
Science,Technolog' nnd Innovation framework.

52. \Ve completed the West African Science Senice Centre on Climate Change and Adaptcd
Land Use (WASCAL) assessmenl. unlocking new PhD scholarships and boosting climate science research

capacity.

53 Will€2.! million supportfmmAISPO, we iue launching postgraduate training in haematology

and blood transl'usion through thc College of Medicinc and Allied Health Sciences (COMAIIS). the

Universit_v ofSiena Leone Teaching Hospital Complex. and the School of Postgraduate Health Specialties.

M Strotegic Infrostruclure Irrvestmenls.

54. 'vVe are upgrading leamrng environnrents through the Education Sector Support Programme.
with 6070 ol'rvorks completcd at Milton Margai and Bunumbu campuses. and a nerv rninisterial
complex mdenral'.

55. The Cior emment has provided US$2 million to fasrtrack Kono University of Science and
Technologi. now 80% through its preparator_r, phase . Construction will soon begin under the EXIM
Bank-funded EBID facilily.

56. 1'hrough a US$2 million local content initiafive with the People's Republic of China and
UNDP, rve are producing 14,000 fumitue units tbr educational fuLstitutions - boosting local industry and
jobs.

57. With GIZ suppor! we have relubilitaled and upgraded three Government Technical Institutes
into nroderru carecr-focued training centres.

L'! Expanding Access, Inclusion, and Student Support

58. To expand access to higher educalion, we have digitised the Sicrra Leone Student Loan
Scheme via the Wan(lov platform - improving transparencv and ease oiapplication. Over 1"000

postgraduates have benofited. and the schenre is now being exlended to undergraduates.

Mr Speake5 Honourable Membcrs,

59. The heartbeat of Sierra kone is its youth. My Govemment remains firmly commiued to investing

in their skills and innovation - our most sustainable path to inclusive pmsperity and national renewal.
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HEALTHCARE: BUII,DINCA RESILIENI. AND INCLTlSIVE SYSTEM

Mr Spcaker, Honourable Members,

60. A healthy population is essential to national prosperity. My Govemment is therefbre
strengthening health govemarrce, firnncing sen ice deliverJ. and emergency prepar€dness to build a resilient

system that sen es every Sierra Leonean.

6l . Tb advance Univcrsal Heallh Coverage. domestic he.altlr spending increased by 29i,. and the
Sierra Leone Social Health Insurance Scheme (SLeSHI) has been operationalised to reduce out-of-
pockr'1 costs bv 20% by 2U26. especiall;- lbr low-income t'amilies.

62. We have enhanced health security by establishing the National Pub[c Health Agency NPHA)
to coordinate emergency resporr-se and deploying the electronic Integrated Disease Surveillance and
Response (eIDSR) sy stem for rcal-time outbreali monitoring. .4 nation*ide weekly sun eillanoe system

nowcovers hospitals. hcalth centres" and communities.

63. Hurnan resources for health remain a priority. Healthcare rvorker recruitnent has increased b.v

I 5%. bringing the total workJbrce to over 14.000. Medical school enrolment has doubled, raising annual
graduates lrom 40 to 80.

64. To reduct' dependence on foreign professionals. we established the Postgraduate College of
Health Specialties. where over 40 doctors are now trained locally. and construclion of its permanent

campus is underway.

65. \['e are investirrg heavily in hospital infrastructure. Ke1'projects include the 166-bed Julius
Maada Bio Paediatric Ccntre of Excellence in Lumley and the modemisation of regional and disfict
hospitals to expand s6cialist services.

66. To strenglhen emcrgency and critical care. *e are building oxlgen gencration and dislribution
systems at regional facilities - crucial fbr matemal and nerfiom survival.

67. Emergency Obstetric and Newborn Care centres in Mongor (Nofih), Yengema (East),
and Gbondapi and Pujehun (South) are r^Ling upgraded to providc lilesaving care in urderscn'ed areas.

68. Our eftbrts are paying off: maternal and newboru deaths have fallen by 707". suppo(ed by
expanded immunisation. unprovcd nutrition prograrnmes. bett€r access to essential medicines. and stonger
WASH sen ic.es at last-mile tacilities.

69. Tb further reduce matemal mortality. we are establishing a 100-bed Maternal School of
Excellence in Kono and nerv training hubs in Bo, Kenema, and Freetown.

70. 'We conlinue to deploy off-grid solar systems to rural health centres, cnabling sal'e nighttime
deliveries, vaocine retiigeration. and reliable emergency sen ices.

7 L l'he National Emergenry Medical Service norv operates 104 ambulances in all 16 districts.
ensuring timely emergency response.

8



72. Meanwhile, the Pharmacy Board continues to regulate medicines to ensue safety, affordability,
and accessibility.

73. Tertiary hospitals are being equipped with modem diagnostic tools, expanded telemedicine
services, and a Centralised Maintenance Management System (CMMS). We have also launched a

life-course vaccination strategy, now including HPV malaria, measles, rubella polio, COVID- 19, and

Mpox vaccines.

74. Our strengthened digital health information s-vstems, built on the District Health
Information Software 2 @HIS2), are improving data management and guiding evidence.based decision-

making nationwide.

Mr Speake6 Honourable Members,

75. In Januar)', Sierraleone recorded its frst confirmed case of Miox. The Ministry of Health
resfnnded swiftl)' with emeryency actiration. decentralised testing, healttr worker raining, public ufrates,
and anti-stigma campaigs. While no active outbreak exists. enbanced surveillance. cross-border monitoring.

and national preparedness remain in place to protect public health.

G ENDER EQ UALITY aI^ D CHILDREN'S AFFAIRS

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

76. Gender equality remrim a natioual priority - cenml tojustice, inclusion, and sustainable

development.

77. We are actively implementing the Gender Equalil- and Women's Empon'erment Ac1,2022,

through new regulations, institutional frameworks, and Gender lJnits across MDAs. Focal points are being

trained in gender mairstreaming, budgeting' and equi$'.

78. We continue to combat Sexual end Gender-Based Violence (GBV) through nationwide

awateness campaigns, stronger lcgal and psychosocial support systems, artd robust accountability

mechanisms. working closely with civil society and intemational partaers.

79. Following the passage of the Prohibifion of Child Marriage Act, 2024, we are finalising

enforcement regulations. This Honourable House has also passed the Child Rights Act' 2025, which

now awaits Presidential Assent. Once enacted, it will create Siena Leone's first Nafional Children's
Law, consolidating and suengthening legal protections for every child.

SOCIAL }IT,LFAR-E AND PROTECTION

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

80. My Govemment is mmmitted to building ajust and inclusive society, expanding social protectior;

promoting disabilitv inclusion improving mental health services. and supporting the elderly and retirees.
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8 I . Domestically, two landmark laws have been enacted:

* The Social Work Reguletory Act, 2025, es'tablishing a professional council to standardise

and regulate social work practice; and

* The Social Protection Ac! 2024, creating the National Social Protection Authority to
coordinate and expand social protection prografirmes nationwide.

82. Siena Leone has secured a US$l million India-UN grant to eslablish skills centres and a
disability village for economic empowerment and reintegration. We are among the first sipatories of
the Amman-Berlin Declaration. committing to prioritise disability inclusion in at least l5Yo of
international development programmes.

83. To combat drug abuse, rehabilitation centres in Hastings and Bo have reintegrated over 4lX)

former users into society.

85. Through the National Social Safety Net, 84,000 elderly-headed households have been
digilally registered. and cash u'ansfers provided to over l1.fi)0 elderly citizens aged 75+, improving
access to healthcare. nuritioq and digrified ageing.

WATER, SANITATION, AND II}:GIENE (WASH)

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

87. Access to clean water. sanitatioq and hygiene is a basic right and essential for healtlq educatior;
clirnate resilience, and deveiopment.

88. To drive progress, rve created the Ministry of Water Resources rnd Sanitation in June
2023, aliping national srategies with SDG 6 and embedding climate adaptation in WASH planning.

89. For long-term water securiq', we launched the Western Area Peninsula Water Fund, using
nature-based solutions to protect catchments and ecosystems. The National Water Resources
Management Agency has introduced regulations for pollution control, groundwater management,
catchment protection, water use, and dam safety.

90 . We prioritise pollution prevention and equitable access, supported by a new community-based
management framework for local ownenhip and sustainability.

9 1 . To expand supply, we are rehabilitating water infrastmcture in Blama-Bandawor, Kailahuq and
Kabala and building 1 00 solar-powered boreholes with tank towen, distribution netwo*s, and standposts
in underserved commwrities. 

l0

84. We are also addressing substance abuse among persons with disabilities tlrough prograrlmes
combining rehabilitation uith vocational training; 2fi) individuals are currently training in tailoring at

the Polio Persons DevelopmentAssociation in Makeni and the Frceton'n Orthopaedic Rehabilitation
Centre uith UNDP support.

86. NASSIT continues to expand social security coverage to the informal seclor, ensuring ttrat all
Sierra Leoneans - regardless of emplolment status - can access essential protections.



92. h Freetown a multidonor AIDB-led wASH pmject includes theAngola Town water Supply
system, a 601000 m3 reservoir at Regent/Babadorie, and rehabilitation of Kongo Dam, Tacugama"
Sugaloaf wein, and tansmission pipelines.

93. With OPEC funding GumaValley is expanding tteAllen Town system with new water souces,
45 km ofpipes. six reservoirs, and upgraded pumping stations. Amountain bulk watr s)stem is also rmder
constuction.

94. To increase prilate sector participation Guma Valley - supported by tlre African frgal Support
Facility- and FCDO - is reviewing legal frameworks for public-private partnerships. and new W,{SH
investment regulations will soon be tabled in this House.

SPORIS: UNITY, OPPORTUNITY, AND NATIONAL PRIDE

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

95. Sports is a powerful tDol for nation-building. Through inves[uents in schools. communities, and
professional sports. we are fostering discipline. teamwork healthier lifestyles, and social cohesion, while
cr€ating opportunities for 1,oung people.

96. Reviving the male and female Premier Leagues and rehabilitating key facilities has created
thousands olobs and boosted local economies. Sports also promote tourism and distict development.

97. With the support of the Covemment of the People's Republic of China. we are investing over
flS$40 milli6p 16 transform Siema Leone's S0-year-old National Stadium into a world-class facility
by 2027. featuring all-seater stands, upgraded tracks and fields, a modern practice pitch. a I .500-seat
stand a four-star athletes' hostel. and refiubished courts - a symbol ofnational renewal and pride.

98. Our athletes continue to excel - from the women's football and cricket teams to the U20
squad's 4- I win over ES/pt and the U I 6 ba-sketball team reaching an intemational final for the first time in
20 years. These victories inspire confidence, unity, and national pride.

99. Intern rtionally, Sierra leone is aligning with global initiatives using sport as a tool for inclusioru
peacebuilding, and transfonnation.

GAME CHANGER3_YOTTTH ENIPLOYMENTSCHEME

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

100. Two years ago, I launched the Youth Employment Scheme - a national mission to create

500.000jobs in five years.

102. In addition to Free Quality School Education, we are providing practical skills training in
incomegenerating sectots to empower our youth.

1l

101. We are generating jobs across agriculture, mining, construction energ-v, sports, the creative
economy. and digital skills. By expanding access to finance, vocational taining, and entrepreneurship
support, we are empowering youth, reducing poverly and crime, and securing Sierra Leone's ture.



103. Thmugh the National Youth Commission, thousands ofyoung people have received technical

training in mechanics, corstuction, hospitality, and welding. Over 250 young women havejoined digital

literacy and en6epreneurship prograrnmes. Youth-led farming and fisheries initiatives are expanding

rrationwide.

104. under the world Bank-funded Productive social Safety Nets and Youth Employment

(PSSNYE) project, 8.000 young persons will each receive US$300 to grow their businesses.

'I 05. Agriculture remains central lo youth employment, w'ith investrnents in modem fanning.

agro-processing. and agribusiness to impmve livelihood.s and food securiry .

I 06. At the same time, technologi and digital literacy progrrmmes are preparing youth for the

global kno*1edge economy. while vocational training is prodrcing skilled profbssionals in critical fades to

drive national development.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

I 07 . Despite our progress. we face a grave and growing tlreat - the rise ofsynthetic drug use, especially

Ku-sh. This is more than a social issue; it is a public heelth emergency that takes lives. destabilises

commrmities, and endangers our national fuh:re.

108. My Govemment unequivocally condemns those utro mantfacture, ualIc, and sell these deadly

substances. Since declaring a National Emergency on Drug and SubstanceAbuse inApril2024. ue
have intensified enlbrcernent. tightened border controls, and strengthened legislation to hold perpetraton

accotmtable.

I 09. Orn'national strategr is clear: prwention, pub[c education, rehabilitation, and enforctmcrt.
Bul success requires a united national response.

I 10. I call on parents, toechers, faith leaders, civil society, and communities to stand with us in
creating safe. supportire spaces rvhere our young people can flourish.

I I I . And to our young people. I say this: stay focused, stay healthy, stay resilient. You are not
only the leaders of tomormw - y ou are leaders of today. Yoru courage. discipline. and vision will shape

the Sierra L,eone rve all dream of. Do not let drugs steal your futwe. Your hands must build; your minds
must create; your voices must lead.

ll2. Together. let us build a nation where every young Sierra Leonean has opporhmiff, skills, and
support to live with dignity, purpose. and hope.

GAME CHAN(;ER 4 -. TEC}INOLOGYAND INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT

TECHNOLOGY: DRIVING DIGITAL INCLUSION, INNOVATION, AND NATIONAL
ETIICIENCY

Mr. Speakcr, Honourable Members,

I13. My Govemment is committedto digital transformationas acatalyst forinclwive gowfq efficient
govemanc€, and transparent service delivery. 
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I 14. At the 2025 Salone Innovates Digital Government Summit, we showcased local innovation
- especially by youth and women - and delivered 38 specialised courses in AI. cybenecurity, coding,

and digital entrepreneurship. A rvoung entrcpreneur received the Presidential Innovation Prize for a
groundbreaking digital faming hub.

1 1 5 . Govemment s.vstems are now interoperable, reducing bureaucracy and eliminating the need for
repcated document submissions across ministries. The GoSL HR Hub is digitising palroll and attendance,

cutting ghost *'orkers, while the new Government Yellow Page provides real-time access to sen,ices

and contacts across agencies.

116. These gains are underpinned by over US$100 million in investments from China EXIM
Bank and the World Banlq funding fibre-optic expansion in 14 districts. digital skills training. and

upgraded service plaforms.

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

I I 7. Sierra konc's telecom sector is now more inclusive and secure. The National Communications
Authoriry- (NatcA) has rolled out new frameworks for Non-Geostationary Satellite Orbit (NGSO)

operators and advanced the NIN.SIM integration in parurership with the National Civil Registration
Authority'. ensuring rerified digiul identities for mobile users.

I 18. To expand connectiviq. NatCA has approved WestAfrica's first 5G standalone trial. Within
throe years, we expect 807o ofmobile sewices to operate on fas1, low-latency networks.

I 19. We are implementing the ECOWAS Roaming Reguletions through agreements with C6te

d'Ivoire, Liberia, and The Gambia, enabling seamless cross-border SIM use. 30 days offree incoming

calls. and harmonised tariffs across WestAfrica.

i20. Our telecoms landscape continues to grow:

* 4 Mobile Network Operators and 1 fixed operator licensed;

+ 32ISPs,20 TV stations, and 194 FM radio stations are operational;

* lnfiastn-rcture providers like Zoodlabs and Leonecom are expanding national connectivit,

under an open-access model.

121. Mobile coverage now exceeds 977o, Over the past yea4 voice subscriptions grew by

187" and data subscriptions by 657", reflecting stronger services and rising demand.

122. The new NatCA headquerters at Southridge, set to open this year, reflects the sector's shift

fiom oversight to innovation.

I 23. My Govemment will soon introduce new reforms to strengthen rcgulatior\ protect consumers,

and consolidate Sierra kone's leadenhip in digital connectivity and innovation.

l3

TELECOMMLINICATIONS: EXPANDING CONNECTIVITYAI\D SECURING DIGITAL
IDENTITY



INFRASTRI-T CTURE DEVELOPMENT

IINERG\': POWTRING PROSPERITYA.|{D NATIONAL RESILIENCE

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members,

124. Reliable, affordable energy is essential for industry, innovation, and inclusive growth. Ending

energr poverty has been a core priority in our development agenda.

125. In September 2024. we signed a US$480 million MCC Compact to expand transmission

iniiastuctwe, including the 225-kV Southern Corridor, and support electicity distributio[ govemrmce.

iurd sector reform .

I16. In .Ianuary' 2025. Prssident Donald Trump launched a global review of MCC compacts.

I 27. As _v*our "Tok N Do" Prcsident, I am proud to report that as of Julr Sierra Leone's Compact
was among the t-ew approved to continue - a strong endorsement of our leadership, reforms, and
U,S. partnership.

128. We also joined the Mission 300 lnitiative in Jenuar-v 2025, a global effort to halve energy

poverty through innolative financing ofrenewable energr.

129. We have finalised the Sierra Leone 3lX) Enerry Compact, targeting to mobilise US$2.4
billion to:

Expand electricity access to 787o ofthc population.

Increase renewables to 52% by 2030, and

Strengthen governance. private investnent, and regulatory independence.

130. We will sign the Sierra Leone 3lX) Enerry Comprct at the 2025 UN GeneralAssemb$ in
September.

131.'lbmeetgrowingdemiurd.weareexpandinggenerationcapacitythroughkeyprojects:

* The 108.5 MW NA.I\T gas-to-enerry plant at Kissy Dockyard. fully privately funded
and set for commissioning in early 202 7.

AMoU to develop the Mano RiverUnion's first Floating Sitorage Regasilicrtion Unit
@SRtl) LNG hub - reducing energy costs and enabling cross-border electicity tade.

I 32. We are also upgreding eristing generation assets:

* Tivo 5 MW Niigate generrtors at Kingtom have been rehabilitated,

Critical maintenance has been completed on the 16 MW Warhils engires rt Bhckhall
Rord, and
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