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No- 12 2022

Sierra Leone

Beitrg an Act to pmvide for the c{ntinuing in existence ofthe
National Task Force on Human Trallicking to provide for the
continuitrg in existcnce ofa S€cretarist to sssist the Thsk Force, to
provide for the prosecutiotr ofthe offence of human trallidkitr& to
provide for the prosecution ofthe otrence ofmigrant smugglih& to
provide for economic qltefnatives to humrn trafEckisg or smuggling
of persoN atrd to provide forother rclat€d rratters.

I

Erucro by the President and Members of Parliament in tfiis
prcsent Parliament assembled.

Detc of com-
marcement.

@

TheAnti-Human Trafiicking and Migrant Smuggling Act,2022 short title.
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PARTI- PRELiMINARY

lotcrptetation. l. In &is Act, unless the context othenvise requires-

"abuse of a positio[ of vulnerability" means abuse

that the person believes he has no reasonable

altemativc but to submit to the labour or service

demand€d of the pecor, and includes taking
advantage of the vuLrerabilities resulting &om

the person having entered a country illegally or
without proper docurnentation, pregnancy, ph),sical

or mental disease or disability of the person,

addiction to the use of substance, or reduced

crpacitv to form judgements by virtue of being a

child;

'child" means a person under the age of l8 years;

'coercion" means force or some form of non-violent

or psychological force including-

(a) threats ofserious hann to or ph].sical restraint

against a person;

(b) a scheme, plan, or pattern furteDded to cause

a person to believe that failure to perfomr an

act would result in serious harm, pbysieal

reslraint or legal action against a person; or

(c) the abuse or threatened abuse against a

Person;
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"debt bondage" means the status or condition of a
debtor arising tom a pledge by the debtor of his
personal services or those of a person under his
control as a security for debt, ifthe value ofthose
services as reasonably assessed is not applied
towards the liquidation oftle detrt or the leng& ond

nature ofthose services are not resp€ctively limited
and defined;

'electroaic evidcnce' means photogrspbs, vidco
recording audio recordilgs, evidurce derived from
data contained in or produced by any device the

firnctioning ofwhich depends on a softv*are gogram

or from data stored on or communicated over a

comp'Jter system or netrYoCq

'exploitation" incluCes-

(a) kecping a person in a sate ofslavery;

(b) subjecting a pe6on to practices similar to
slavery;

(c) compelling or causing a person to provide

forctd labour or services;

(d) keeping a person in o state of servitude,

including sexual seivitude;

(e) exploitation of the prostitution of arother;

(f) engaging in other form ofcommercial sexual .
exploitation, such as pirnphg, pandering
procuring, profiting from prostitution,
maintaining a bm&el, childpomogr4hy and

online child exploitation;
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(g) slavery and servitude;

(h) illicit renroval ofhuman organs:

(, exploitation duing armed conflicts;

*forced labouf means labour or services obrained or
maintahed tfuough force, dueat offorce or other
means of coercion or physical rest ainq,

"&audulent travel or identity document" includes a

counterfeit copy, iUicitly modified genuine travel or
identity document made by unauthorised persons,

to be used deceptively as ifit were a legitimate t-avel
or a travel or ideatity document obtained from an
authorised issuer by pmviding false infonnation;

"illicit removal oforgan-s" mearB lhe illegal removal of
a human organ aad not the legitimate medical
procedures for which proper c.onsent has been

obtained;

"MinisteC'means tlle Miniser rcsponsible for Sociat
Welfrrel

'lractices similar to slavery' includes debt bondage,

serfdorn forced or servile marriages and delivery of
children for exploitation;

"servitxde" mears a condition ofdependency in which
the labour or services of a person are provided or
obtained by threas of serious harm to ttat person

or other person or throt gh a scheme, plan or pattern
intended to cause the person to believe that, ifthe
person do not perfomr such labour or services. that
person or another person rvould sufler serious hanu;
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"slavery" means the status or condition of a p€rson

over wllom any or all the powers &ching to the

right ofowneEhip are exercised;

'smuggting" me3ns the ofGnce ofmigrant smuggling

under secdon 20;

"Task Fo{cs' means&eN*i:ralTaskForcecn HE n
Traffrcking refened to in s€ction 2;

"trafficking" means the offence of trafficking of
persons stated in section 12;

"Trust Fund" means dre Victims ofHuman Traficking
Trust Fund established under section I l;

"vessel" means a craft designed for eansportation on
water, such as a ship or boaq

'?ictim" means a person who has sufrered harnL

including physical or menral injury €motional

suffering economic loss or substantial impairment

oftheir firndarnental human rights, through acts that

are in violation of rhis Act.

PART II_THE IIATIONAL'IASK EORCE ON HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

2. (l) There slta{l continue in existence a body kno*n 65 Natioaal Task

the National Task Force on Human Trafticking consisting of tUe flffinon
Minister of Social welfare as Chairman and the following other Trafricking.

members or their repr€si atives, nor below the rank ofa Director-
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(a) The Attomey General strd Minister ofJustic€;

(b) The Minister of Finance:

(c) The Ministerof Labourand Social Secudty;

(d) The Minister of Gender and Children's
A&irs;

(6) TheMini#of l-ml Covrruncntad Ru'al

Development;

(f) The Minister of Foreign Affairs and

Intemalional Cooperation;

(g) The Minister of Information and
Communication;

(h) The Minisre.r of Health aod SsDitalionl

Q The Minister of Intemal Affairs

$ The National Security Coordinator in the

Office ofNational Security;

ft) The Chieflmmigration Officer;

(D The Insp€ctor General ofPolice;

(m) The ChairmarU Human Rights Commission;

(n) The Direaor, Financial Intelligence Unig and

(o) The Executive-Director appointed under
section 5 as Secretary to ttre Task Force.
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@) The Task Force shall be a body corporat€ with
perpetual succ€ssion and, subject to this Act, capable ofperfoming
all such firnctions as bodies corporate may by law perform-

3" (l) The object for which the Task Force exists is for the

implementation and enforcement of this Act.

@) Mthout prejudice !o tbe generality of subsection ( I ),
the Thsk Force shall have the responsibility to-

(a) receive and investigate reports of activities
of human trafficking from the public or
otherwise coming to its aEe ion;

O) monitor the immigrarion and emigration
patterns of Sierra Leone for evidcnce of
human tafficking and to secure Ole prompt

response of the police and other law
enforcement agencies;

(c) initiate measures to-

(t inform and educate the public about the

ca$es and consequences of humaD

trafficking;

C, cotlect, store and publish data on human

trafficking;

(O cooperate with foreign governments in the

investigation and prosecution of human

tafficking;

Functions of
Taat Force-
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Meetings of
Task Foroc.

(e) advise Goveroment on human trafficking,
including the need to cooperate in
intemational efforts agaiDst human traftic-
king, the adoptiou of the economic
altematives to prevent and deter human
trafrcking;

(f) render assistance to victims of human
traffcking:

(g) perform such other related firnctiom as are

conducive to the afiainment oftLe object of
the Task Force.

,1. (l) The Task Force shall meet for the dispatch of is
business at least once every 3 months and at such time and place as

the Chairman may delermine.

(2) A1 a rccting the Chairrnn sball preside, ard in his

absence, thc members ofthe Task Force shall elect a Chairman from
among their nmaber.

G) The quorum at a me€ting ofthe Task Force shall be 7

(4) Decisiors ofthe Task Force sball be taken by a simple

majority ofthe members ofthe Task Force present and voting and, in
the case ofequality ofvotes. the Chairman or other member presid ing

shall have a casting vote.

(5) The Task Force may, in addition to members listed

under subsection (l) of section 2, co-opt aoy person to advise or
otherwise render assistanc€ to it at any of its meetings but such

person shall not vote on any mafier for decision by &e Task Force-
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(O A proposal circulated among all members and agr€ed

to in *riting by a two-thirds majority ofatl members oftlre Task Force

sball be olthe same force or effect as a decision made ua propcrly

constituted meethg of the Task Force and shall be incorporated in
the minutes of the next succeeding meethg of the Task Force;

provided that ifa member requires that such proposal be placed

before a meeting ofthe Taslc Force this subsection shall not appty to

$re propcal.

f) Members of rhe Task Force shall be paid such

allorvances as determined by the {inister ofSocial Wel6re, after

comultations with the Attorney-General and Minister ofJustice, and

the Minister of Finance.

5. (l) There shall be a Task Force Se.r€,tariat, hcaded by an Task Forc.
Executive Director appointed by the President, on the sec'dtri'L

recommendation of &e Minister of Social WelfarE and subject to rhe

approval by Pariiament, to provide adminisaative, secrdarial and

otter assistance to the Task Force.

(2) The Executive Dire.tor shall be a p€rson vrith a
Masters Degree in Social Sciences from aa accrediued Univenity,
with at least l0 years rvorking experience in the field ofAdmini*rarion
or related field ofDiscipline.

(3) The Executive Director shall G respoosible to the

Task Force for-
(a) dle day-to-day maoagement oftlre afhirs of

the Task Force;

ft) the adm inistratioo. organisalion and conEol

ofthe odrer staffof dre Secrctariaq
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Te uac of
Executive
Director-

Fun& of
Task Forcc.

(c) the management of the firnds and other
property ofthe Task Force;

(d) organising cooperatiou with other
Govemnrents and intemationa.l organisations

against rafficking and

(e) perfcming such orter fimctions as the Task

Fcrce may determine.

(3) In additiotrto the Executive Director appointed under

$bse€tion (l). the Secte{arie* shall have crher staffrvho may include

Directors, Managen, Coordinators or sdch other cfficers appointed

by 'rhe Task Force on teran-( and conditions as 6e Task Force may

dam.'ne frora time to tim€' or second€d &om the various Ministries

and other organisalions rcpresented cn the Task Force, for the

efficient performance ofthe fimctions ofthe Secrctariat

6. The Executive Dirertor shalt hold ofEce for a tenn of 4
years and shall be eliglble for reappointnent for another term only.

7. The activities ofthe Task Force shall be financed by a firnd

consisting of -

(a) monies appropriated for the purposes ofthe
Task Force by Parliament; aird

(b) grans, gifo and donations made to the Task

Force by any person or authority.

8. (l) The Task Force shall keep proper books of account

and otherrecords in relation to the acdvities, properfy and finances

of tte Task Force in a icrm approved by the Auditor-General and

Ac4ounts end
audit
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shall prepare in respect ofeach financial year, a financial statement
which shall inctude-

(a) balance sheet accoutrts;

(b) incame and expendiA[€ accounts; atrd

(c) sot.lrce and aplicction of fimds

Q) The accounts ofthe Task Force kept under subsection

( I ) shall, not later than 3 months after the end ofeach financial ),ea,
be audited by the Auditor4eneral or an auditor appointed by him-

€) For the purposes of subsection (2), the Auditor-
Geueral or the auditor appointed by him shall be entitled to have

access to all books ofaccount, vouchers and other financial records

of the Task Force and to require such information and explanation

thercon as he may think fit

(4) The Task Force shall provide the Auditor4eneral or
the auditor appointed by him with all nec€ssary and appropriate

facilities for the examination ofthe accounts and records ofthe Task

Force.

. (5) The Auditor-General or the auditor appointod by him

shall submit to &e Task Forc€ a report on the audited accomB and

the financial statements refercd to in subsecrion (l) and sbalt in his

report draw attention to-

(a) any irregularities in the accounts;

(b) any mafteB ttxat are likely to adversely affect

&e operations ofthe Task Force; and
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Financial

(c) any other matter whicb, in his opiniorl ought

to be brought to the rotice ofthe Task ForEe.

9. The financial year ofthe Task Force shall be the same as

rhe financial year ofthe Govemmenl

10. (l) The Task Force shall, as soon as practicablg after the

end ofeach fmarcisl ,€sr, but wiftin I moath thereafter, submit to

the Ministex of Social Wetfare an annual rcport 4ealing generally

with the activities and operations ofthe Task Forc€ within that financial

y?ar.

@) The Minister of Social Welfare shall, after receiving

tte annual rcport of the Task Force, cause it to be laid before

hdiam€d.

(3) The Task Force shall also submit to the Minister of
Social Welfrre such otlrer reports on ib aftirs as he may, Aom time to

time, request in writing.

PART trI_ VICTIMS OF HLA,{AN TRAFFrcKING TRUST FUND

lr. (l) Therc is hereby established a flmd to be called the

Victims ofHuman Trafficking Trust Fund rvhich shall be administered

by a Board ofTrustees.

(2) The Board of Trustees of the Victims of Human

Trafticking Trust Fund shall consis of-

(a) a Chairmaa and rrct less than 4 other members

appointed by the Task Force, after
consultations with the Attorney-General and

Minister of Justice atrd the Minister of
Finance;

!ear,

Annual
leport,

Vctims of
Hu&an
Trafticking
Trust Fund.
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(b) the Executive Director, uAo shall be Seq€tary

to the Board.

(3) The object for which the Trust Fund is etblisbed is

to finance prorcction services for victims of buman trafficking
irctudiog,-

(a) the provision ofint€rim carc ftcilitiG or
rchabilitation shelrers tbr tratrcking victims
rvhen and where practicable;

(b) the provision ofmedical and related services

for victims of trafficking living in
rehabilihrion shelters or in commrmities;

(c) supportiDg wihess protection serviccs as

part of legal aid to victims oftrafficking wtrcn

and wherever practicable:

(d1 supporting family tracing and re-unification

servic€s for kafficking victims;

(e) provision of general potection services to

t'afficking victims including rehabilitarion

and re integration-

(4) The frmds ofthe Trust Fund shall consist of-

(a) moneys appropriated by Parliament for tle
purposes of the Trust Fund;

(u) all moneys given to the Task Force by way of
gifu, endowments, bequesc grant or o6er
contributions by persons and organisations

for the purposes of the Trust Fund; and
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HuInan
rrafiicking
prohibitcd.

(c) all othermonrys utdr*r may, firomtime to timg
accrue to the Trust Fund"

@ The fi,nds ofthe Trust Fund shall b€ applied cnly for
rhe purposes of&e apFoved budget ofrhe Trust Fund.

(Q The Board ofTrustecs offte Trust Fund shall condrct
its aftts in ac.ordancs with R€ulatioos prescribed by $e Minister
ofSocial Welfare.

CD The S€cretariat of the Task Force shall keep proper

books of acaount and oth€r records in r€lation to the activities,
propefty and finanees ofthe Trust Fund in a fonn approved by the

Auditor-Goneral, ad shalt prepare a fmancial statement in resp€ct of
each financial year.

PART IV -OFFENCFS OF HUld,qlI Ttu II.TICKING

12. (l) A person shall not engage in human trafEcking.
(2) A person engages in human trafficking mder subsection (1), ig
for tte purpose of exploitatiorL he undertakes the recruitnnent,

transportatiorL tratrsfer, harbouring or receip ofpersons, by means

oflhreat or use offorce or other forms ofcaercion, ofaMuctioq of
fau{ of deception, the abuse of power or of a position of
wlnerability or ofthe giving or receiving ofpayment to obtain the
coosent ofa person having contol over another person.

(3) A person who eng€es in hulnan trafficking commis
an offencc and is liable, on convictior; to a term of imprisonment of
not less than 25 yars.



13. (D A person sball not knowingly transport 
:oothel m"m".

person across an intemational border for the purpose of scxual scx ot labour

exploitation includirrg prostiflrrion or for the purpose of labour ;Xi|jff
exploitation, forced iabour, domestic servitude, sl8very dt practices

similar to slavery.
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(2) A person who contfavenes subs€ctioo (l) comnits
m offence and is liable, on convictioa, ro I term ofinpaisooraat of
not Iess than 15 years.

(3) A person convicted of an oflence under subsection

(l) shall serve a term of imprisooment ofnot less than 15 yearg if
any one ofthe following aggravating circumstances is pr€sent-

(a) ransporting 2 or more pcrsons d trc same

ume;

@) there is permanent or life-threatening bodily
injury to person transported;

(c) transporting a child;

(d) transporting as pan of the activity of.D
organixd criminal goup; or

(e) the Eafticker has been convicted ofihe same

offence under this AcL

14. (l) A person shall not knowingly travel across an child srxuat

intemational borde r for the purpose of soliciting courmerci.t **"a ;;1['5f"'
act with a child, including the use ofpornographic images. elc.,

prohibitcd.
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Fraudulcnt
adoption,

prohibitcd.

Unt6{tully
\xithholding
idcntification
docuocnt
prohibitcd.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (l) commits

an offence and shall, on convictbn, serve a term offunprisonment of
not l€es fhan 15 years.

15. (l) A person shall not, through deception or frau4 acquire

or facilitate the acquisition of documents or knowingly engage itr
misrepresentstioo or in the rcceiving or paya, ertt to obtain the ioosent

of a Bovemrcnt official, parerf, reldive or other care giver fur &e
pupose of carrying out a fraudulent adoption ofa child.

@) A penon who contravenes subsection (l) commits

an oftnc€ and shall, on c4nviction, s€rve a term of imprisonmeot of
not less 6an l0 yean.

16. (l) A person, acting or purporting to act as another
persm\ emplo)€C rnen.ger, supcrvisor, ernployment or recruitsnent

agenq contractor, or solicitor ofcli€nts shall not knoringly procure,

destroy, conceal, remove, confiscate or possess a passport,
tumrigration document, belonging to ano&er p€rson for an unlaryftl
purposc.

(2) A person who conEavenes subsection (l) c.mmi6
an offence and is liablg on conviction, to a term ofimprisonment of
not less rt,rt l0 yeaxs.

PARIV-PROSECUTION OF HI.IMAN TRAFFICKING OFFENCES

17. In a prosecution for an offence ofhuman traffickin5

(a) the consent ofan intended or realised victim
is irrelevant where any ofthe specified means

of exploitation has been used;

Consenq of
victim
iraclevant.
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(b) a victim's past sexual behaviour is irr€levant
and inadmissible for purpose ofprovitrg that
the victim was engaged in other sexual
behaviour or to prove the victim's sexual
predispos ition;

(c) the recruitment, transportation, transfer,
harbouriDg or receipt of a child for thc
purpoe ofexploiation shall be rcgarded as

htrmr trafficking eva ifihis do€s not irvdvE
any ofthe specified mears ofexploitation;

(d) the legal age ofcoosent to sex, legal €e of
marriage or other dissetionary €e sh"ll not
be a defence to refficking

18. A victim of human trafficking is not liable for a criminal \rrcriE's

offence that was a direct r€sult from being Eafficked. irEtnunitv

19. A child who is engaged in commercial sex is, for the 61'116

purposes ofthis Ac{ a victim ofhuman trafficking under this AcL pmdtitutc as

vlctltt!.

PAKT VI-OFFENCES OF MICRAI\iT SMUGGUNG

20. (l) A person shall not eng€e in migrant snuggling Migranr
smuggling
prohibit.d

e) A person is engaged in migratrt smuggling tmder

subseaion ( I ), ifhe obtains financial, material or such other ben€6t

directly or indirectly, for th€ purpose of procuring f&cilitating,
promoting or enabling the actual or intend€d entry into, hansit across

or stay ofanother person in a foreign country, in breach of law. .

(3) A person who contravenes subsection (l) coDmiB
an offence and is liable, on convictiorL to a telm of imprisonm€nt of
not less than 7 years.
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Aiding
mig.oat
smu€gling
prohibited

(4) A person convicted of an offence under subsection
(l) shall serve a prison term ofnot less than l0 years, ifany one of
the following aggravating circumstances is present-

(a) during the sm"ggting the smuggled migranr
is involved in serious injury. life-threatening
illness or death, or other circumstances that
endanger or arc likely to endanger, the liG or
safety of the smugled migrant or aay other

perSon;

(b) the smuggled migranr rvas subjected to cruel
hhuman or degrading treaEnent by arrotler
person including subjecting tte smuggled
migrant to sexual exploitation or pmstiartion

labour exploitation, forced labour, domestic

servitude, slavery or practices similar to
slavery;

(c) the smuggling rvas committed as part ofdre
activity ofan organised criminal group; or

(d) the sm're-der has been convicted ofthe same

offence under this Act

21. (l) A person shall nog for the purpose ofaiding migrant
sluggtng, use, procure, provide or possess fraudulent travel or
identity document; or eoable a person who is not a citizen or a

permanent resident of Sierra kone, to remain in Sierra Leone without

complying with the necessary requirement for legally remaining in
Sierra lrone.

(2) A person who contravenes subsection (l) coEmits
an offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine of not less than

250,000,000 Leones or to a term ofimprisorunent ofnot l€ss tlu$ l0
years or to both such fine and imprisonmerrt.
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(2) A penon who contravenes suhection (l) coDmits
an offenc€ and is liable, on conviction, to a fine of not l€ss rhzn

2 50-000,000 Leones or to a term of imprisooment ofnot less than I 0

years or to both such fine and imprisonnomt.

t9

22. (l) A Frson shalt not transit a smuseled mierant throug[ Traosir or

the territorial waters of Sierra ltrne in a vosetiercisinlg ftedor-of ffi
navigation in accordance with intemational law and flying tlre flag or ptohibittd-

displaying the marks of registry of arother country. -

23. (l) A person shall not intentionally harbour another Harbouring

person vrho is not a citizen or permanent resident of Sierra Leone ana ffijifi]
rvho has not complied wifr the r.ecessary r€quirements for legally

remaining Ln Sierra Leone.

e) A person who contravenes subsection (l) commits

an cffence and is liable. on conviction, to a tenn ofimprisonmant of
not less ther 5 years or a fine of 10,000,0@ Irones or b both fne
and imfisoment

PARTVII-JUDICIALPROCEEDT'nrcS

2,{. A court in Siera L,r:ooe shall have jurisdiction to try as JEisdicriro
offence under this Act where an act which constihrtes the offence

has been carried out-

(a) wholly or partly in Sierra t eone;

(b) by a citizen ofsierra [.€one anywtere;

(c) by a person resident in Sierra Leone;

(d) by a person on board a vessel or aircraft
registered in Sierra leone.
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lndictmcnt
prefcncd
without
paevious
committal.

25. An indiqhent relating to an oflence under this Act shall

be preferred without a previous committal for aial and it shall in all

respects be deem to have been preferred pursuant to subsection ( !.)

ofs€ction 136 ofthe Criminal Procedure Act, 1965 and shall

be proceeded wift accordingly.

26. (t) Where an offence under this Aa is cmrmitted by a

body ofpersons, if the body of persons is -

(a) a body corporate, every director or officer of
that bory sha[ be deemed to have mmmitted

tha ofence:

(b) a frq every partner of that frrn shall be

deemed to have committed that offence:

Qt A person shall not be deemed to have coftrnitted an

offence under section ( I ) ifhe pmves that the offence rvas committed

witftod his lnowledge or that he orercised all due diligenc€ to prevent

lhe commission of the offencc.

27. (l) In a proceeding under this Act, elecaonic evidence is

admissible if-
(a) all partic to the goccedings agree to it being

admitte4 or

(b) the cowt is satisfied tlat it is in the inErests

ofjustic€ for it to be admissible.

OEcnc€s ty
body of
persons.

-\-rrm issibility
of elcctonic
(vidcncc.
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(2) In deciding whether electronic evidenc€ should be

admitted under paragraph (b) ofsubsection (l ), the court shall hsve

regard to factors in the interest ofjustic€ iduding -

(a) how much probative value the evidence has

(assuming it to.be kue) in relstiotr to a mafer

in issue in tb Foce€ding& tr how vrluablc

it isfor the understaoding of o&er evidencc

in the case;

O) what other evidence has beerL or can be,

giv€n on the matter or evidence mentioned

in paragraph (a);

(c) how important thc mattcr or evidcnce

me.ntiod in paragraph (a) is in the mntext

ofthe case as a whole;

(d) the circumsances in which the evidence *rs
obtainec

(e) how reliable the evidence appears to be.

28. An aEempt or conspiracy to:tr'Irr,:r:,ditr:' *j* *ffiIh
counsetling comrnanding orproc.uring the commissionofan offence aocnilng, Gtc.

under this Act shall be punishable as if the offence had boen

completed.
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Ext'8dition
Act, 1974 to
apply.

Propeny to
be forfeitei
to th€ Statc.

Defcnd.!t
to pay
restitutiolr

29. A rEqu€st for exttladition ofan offender under this Aci shall

be subject to fte Exo?dition Ac! 1974 (Act No. I I of 1974) u&ich

sball be applied as ifhuman trafficking or smuggling is aa offence for

rvhich extradition may be granted.

3(1, (l) Property, including but not limited to mooey,

vEhEbl€s, real prop€rty and vehicles, belonging to a p€rssr wtro is

convict€d of an offencs of human trafficking under s€ction 12 or

migrant smuggling under section 20 that rvas used or intended to be

usod or was obtained in the course ofthe offence, or benefits gain€d

from &e proceeds ofthe offence, stall be forfeited to the Sate.

(2) Overseas assets of a person coDvicted of human

trafrcking shall be forfeited to Govemment-

3f. (l) Wh€re a dc&adaflt is c@vicred ofan offrce ofhrmao

rraffc*ing under section 12 or migratrt smuggling under section 20

the court shall order the defendant to pay rcstitution to &e vi6im.

C2) Restitution ordered by the court under subsection (l)
shall compensate th€ victim for -

(a) costs of medical and psychological

treatment;

O) msts of physical and occupational therapy

and rehabilitation;
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(c) costs ofnecessary mnsporanion, temporary

housing and child care;

(d) tost income;

(e) legal praatitioner's fees and odler legal cos6;

(tJ the greal€r of the gross itrcome or \rakle to

the defendant of the victim's services or

labour;

@,) emotional distress, pain, and suffering and

(r) ar5, other losses srffercd by the viaim.

(3) Resti$tion shall upon tbe conviction ofdre defendanq be

paid-

(a) to the victim promptly 8nd in any event not

larer than 90 days frotrr the dale ofconvieion;

(b) rvirh the proceeds from property forfeit€d

under section 30;

(c) for the retum ofa victim to his home country

or normal place ofabode but the absence of
the victim &cm the jurisdiction shall not

prejudice the victim's right to receive

restitution.
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wirncss
'rotection 32. 0) A witness, other than the accuse4 in a caiminal trial

under &is Act, shall be eligible for wimess protection ifthe court is

satisfred drat the quafity of evidence given by the wihess in the

proc€€dings is likelyto be diminished by reason offear or distress on

the part of fte witn€ss.

(2) Ia &ismining whtther a wiaress is eligible forwitness

protection uoder subsectioo (l), the court shall take into ac.ount-

(a) the nature and alleged circumsances of the

offence to which the proceedings relal€;

O) the €e of drc wihess;

(c) matt€rs which appear to the Court to be

relevaar including-

@ the social and cultural background of
the witness;

(i) the domestic and employrnent

circrmstances of the witness; and

(if rcligious beliefs or political opinions of
the witness;

(d) behaviour towards the witness on the part

of-
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(f the accused;

(f members of the frmily or associates of
the accused, or

(if any other person who is likely to be an

accused or & witlcss in tbe prcceedings.

(3) In addition to the issues to be taken into account

utrder subsection (2), the court shall cotrsider views expressed by

the witDess.

6) Tte trialjudge stnll determine the measues nec€ssary

for the protection ofa wimess including-

(a) conducting proceedings in camera;

(b) sealing or resricting access to the record of
cout proceedings;

(c) permising evidence ofa victim or a witness

to be given me€ns out ofview oftte acorsed,

such as behind a screen, through a video

Iink or other similar communications

technolos/; or

(d) use a pseudonym ofa victim or a witness.
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Inacrfeaing
with order or
aelevant
document ot
material
prohibited.

Divulting
iflformalion
prohibited.

33. (1) A person shall sot-

(a) falsity, conce3l, destoy or otherwise dispose

of, cause or permit the falsification,
conceaknent, destrucrion or disposition ofa
document or material v,'hich he knows or hs
rcasooable grounds to believe is likely to b€

relevatrt to lhe execuion of atr order urder

this Act;

(o) interfere with an order which has bcen made

;equiring a rvihess cr victim to tesiiryi

(c) engage ir o{her acs r'rf interfercnse incltdkg

bribery or other fonns of corupt practices,

intimidalion or coercion.

€) A person $tro contravenes subsection (l) commis

an offence and is liable, on convicliolt, to a line of trot less lhan

50,000,00O Leones or to a term of imp sonrnent ofnot less than 3

years or to bth such fine and imprisonment.

3{. (l) A pe.isol slnll not, where he knorvs or has reasonable

grounds to b€lieve that an investigation into a human trafticking or

migrant smuggling of[ence is liliety !o be prejuCiced or compromise4

divulge that fact or olher inforrnation to asottrer peBon.
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35. The Tbsk Force shall ei&ex alone or in conjunction wilh Ecooomic

other perso$ or organimtionq take mcasures ,rat will fu ;ffJff 
to

economicopportunity for potential victims of humm trafficking huasd

including- - trifficking'

(2) A person who contraven€s subsection (l) commits

an offence and is liable. on conviction, to a fine of not less thart

50,000,000 l-eones or to a term of impdsoflrxent ofnot less th,n 3

years or to both such fine and imprisonment-

PART \,'Itr-M]SCELI-ANEOUS

(a) micmoedit lend;ng progamnes, training in
business developmat, skilts training andjob

counselling;

@) prograffes to promote women's partici-

pation in ecmmic decisim rnaking;

(c) programmes to keep ddldrcr! especiaUy girls,

in elementary and secondary schools, and to

educate persons u&o have been victims of
trafficking and

(d) the development of educational curricula

regarding the dangers of trafficking.

36. (l) A court may make aprevention ord€r rgrinct a p€rson P.Gventioo

accused of human trafficking or migmat smugglitrg on an ex{a&e
notice of motiorq udess the court orders it to b€ on notic€.
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e) The court shall make a prevention order under
subsec-tion (l) *tere it is satisfied that-

(a) there is a risk thar the accused may commit a
human ftaffickitrg or migrant smuggling
offence under this Act, and

(b) it is necessary for the purpose of protecting

pe$ons generall),, or particular p€rsons,

Goth the phlsical or psycl'.ological hem-

Reg!lations. 37. The Minister may, by satumry instnrnent, make r€gulrtions

to crry into effect the provisions of this Act.

Repeal aod
savings.

38. (l) The Anti-Human Trafficking AcL 2005 is hereby

rePealed.

(2) Not wirhstanding subsection (1), any orders,

regulatioo! or otfter instrumens made mder rhe rcpealed Ac-t stall
rcnnin in force until such time as the orden, regulations or other

iDstuments are revoked.

Tmnsitional
provision.

39. (l) Criminal proceedings instituted uoder the r€p€aledAct

prior to the commenc€ment ofthis Act, shal[ be concluded as ifthis
Act had not been passed,

(2) Where an offence under the repealed Act has been

mmmitted but criminal proceedings have not been commence4 this

Act shall apply.
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Passed h Parliament this 26th doy of April, in the year ofour tod
$yo thousand and Trr€Dty Ttvo.

PARAN TJMAR TARAWALLY,

Cle* of Pa iamenl.

T}ns PRryrED L'pREssroN has been carefulty compared by me with frc Bill
which has passed Padiament and found by me to bc a tn c ,nd corc.t prinrcd

copy ofthe said Bill.
PARAN UMAR TARAWALLY

Clerk of Ptliamea.

PRn rrED AND PuBusrcD By rrrE CovERNMorr Px.$trorc Deprru,orr, Saere Lsoxr"
G/zEnE No. 5l or 21sr llui-\,2022.
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