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SrcNeo this 18th day of January, 2023'

DR. JULIUS MAADA BIO,
President.

Short title

No. 2 2023

Sierra Leone

TIM NAIIONAL SECURITY AND CEMRAL
INTELLIGENCE ACI, 2023

Being anAct to repeal and replace the National Security and

Central IntelligenceAc{ 2002 (Act No' 10 of 2002)' to provide for

the internal and external security ofSierra L'eone and to provide

for other related matters.

tl
ENncrrubythePresidentandMembersofParliamentinthis

present Parliament assembled.

Dote of com-
mcncem€nt.

@
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Interpretation. I

PAKTI-PRELIMINARY

Irr this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

"Advisory Board" means the Advisory Board of the
Transnational Organised Crirne Unit refbned to in
section 7;

"Agency" means the Centi'al intelligence and Security
Agency refbned to in section 14;

"campaign fin&nce" means monies used by a party or
a candidate to fund campaign;

"Chiefdom Security Committees" trneans the Chiefciom
Security Committees referred to in section I 1;

"classified information" means any information of a
particular security classification whose unauthorised
disclosure would prejudice national security;

"Council" means the National Security Council referred
to in section 2;

"critical national infrastructnre" includes the
processes, systems, facilities, technologies,
networks, assets arid setrvices, essential to the
nation's health, safety, security or economic
wellbeing and the effective filnctions of gov-
ernment;

"District Security Committee" means a Dishict
Security Committee referred to in section l0;

"Joint Intelligence Committee" means the Joint
Intelligence Committee referred ro in section 12;
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"Joint Maritime Committee" means the Joint Maritime
Committee referred to in section l3;

"National Securitv Council Coordinating Group"
means the National Security Co'ancil Coordinating
Group referred to in section 8;

"National Security Coordinator" means the National
Security Coordinator referred to in section 25;

"Mininter means as referred to in section 16

"Office of National Security" means the Office of
National Security referred to in section 24;

"Prcvincial Security Committee" means a Provincial
Security Committee referred to in section 9;

"securigr service" means such services connected with
the security of Sierra Leone, including -

(a) protectingorsafeguardinglife and property;

O) giving advice to other security service
sectors, on the prctection or safeguarding of
life and property or on the use of security
equipment;

(c) providing reactive or response service in
connection with the safeguarding of life and
property;

(d) providing services aimed at ensuring order
and safety on the premises used for sporting,
recreational, entertainment or similar
activities;

(e) manufacturing, importing, distributing,
selling or advertising, monitoring or security
devices used for lawful security interception;
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(D performing the functions of a private
investigator;

(g) providing security training or instruction to
security service providers or prospective
security service providers;

(h) installing, servicing or repairing security
equipment;

(D monitoring signals or transmissions from
electronic security equipment;

0 managing, controlling or supervising the
rendering ofany ofthe services referred to in
paragraphs (a) to (i);

t'source agent" means aperson or source that provides
valuable information or intelligence to prevent or
respond to critical issues affecting national security;

"source agent allowance" means an allowance paid
by the Agency or Office of National Security to a

source agent;

"special operations" include sting operations and
other operations that may add value to security
information and intelligence collected;

"Stategic Situation Group" means a cross sectoral team
of experts that review intelligence assessments and
strategic information from the National Security
Council Coordinating Group and develop them into
policy papers for consideration by the National
Security Council;

"threat to the security ofSierra Leone" include-
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(a) acts of espionage or sabotage against Slerra
Leone or detrimental to the interests ofSierra
Leone or activities directed towards or in
support of such espionage or sabotage;

(b) foreign influenced activities within or
relating to Sierra Lone that are detrimental,
clandestine, deceptive or involve a threat lo
a pemon or theinterest of Sierra Leone; or

(c) activities within or relating to Sierra Leone
directed towards or in support of the tkeat
or use of acts of serious violence against
persons or prop€rty for the purpose of
achieving a political objective within Siena
L€one or a foreigt state;

"Transnational Organised Crime Unit" means the
Transnational Organised Crime Unit refened to in
section 6;

"vetting" means security clearance vetting and
investigation of a person in a Government post or
position which allows him to access very sensilive,
top secret, confide ial, resticted information, which
ifnot properly handled will prejudice national
security and integrity ofthe State; and

"vettable post" means a post or position in
Govemment which allows the holder to have access
to very sensitive information (top secret, secret,
resficted, confidential) which if not properly
handled will prcjudice national security ald inregrity
ofthe State.
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National
Security
Council.

PART II - TI{E NAIIONAL SECURITY COL]NCIL

2. There shall continue in existence, the body known as

the National Security Council, which shall consist of ttre President,

as Chairman and the following other members -

(a) the Vice President, as Deputv Chairrnan;

(b) the Chief Minister;

(c) the Minister of Finance;

(d) the Minister of Foreign Affairs and

lnternational CooPeration;

G) theAttorney-General and Minister of Justice;

(0 the Minister of Defence;

(g) the Minister of IntemalAffairs;

(h) the Minister oflocal Government and Rural

Development;

(D the Minister of Information and Comm'

unications;

0) the Inspector-GeneralofPolice;
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('l<) the Chief of Defence Stae

([) the Director-General, Central Intelligence and

Securiry Agency

ftn) th€ Secretary to the President; and

(n) the Natioral Security Coordinator, who shall
also serve as the Secretary.

3. (1) The President shall preside at meetings of the Counctt rt#,Jift
and in his absence the Vice-President shall preside.

(2) The Chairman shall, after consultations with the

Council

(a) invite such person or persons, as he may

consider necessary, for any deliberations of
the Council; or

O) constitute such committees, as he may

consider necessary, for tlrc better discharge

of ils fimctions under this Act.

(4) The Council shall meet at l€ast once every 3 months

at such time and place as the Chairman shall determine.

meetinss.

(5) The Council shall regulate the procedure of its

(3) A person invited to pafiicipate in the deliberations of
the Council under subsection (2) shall not vote on any matter for

decision before the Council.
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Functions
of council

4, (l) The object for which tlre Council is established is to
provide the highest forum for the consideration and determination
of matters relating to the security of Sierra Leone.

@) Without prejudice to the general ity of subsection ( I ),
it shall be the responsibility ofthe Council to -

(a) consider and take appropriate measures to
safeguard the intemal and extemal security
of Siena Leone tkough integrated domestic
and foreign security polici€s in order to
enable secuity services, departments and
agencies of Govemment to co-operaie more
effectively in matters relating to national
security;

(b) direct the operations of committees of the
Council, including -

(D the Joirt Intelligence Committee
refened to in section 12;

(i| the Provincial Security Committees
referred to in section 9;

(iit the District Security Committees
refened to in section I 0i

(iv) the Chiefdom Security Cornmittees
referred to in section I l,

(v) the Joint Maritime Committee referred
to in section 13;

(vi) the National Security Council Co-
ordinating Group established in section
8;
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- 5-. Notwithstanding the fught to Access Information Act, 2013 Restrictioo
(Act No.2 of20l3), the right to access information from the Councif ifrjffijishall'not apply to -

(vii) the Cental Intelligence and Security
Agency refered to in section 14;

(viQ the Transnational Organised Crime Unit
referred to in secfion 6;

(c) approve major security plans and
recommendations by the Ministry of
Defence;

(d) monitor all extemal military support to Sierra
Leone;

(e) act as a War Cabinet as and when required;

(0 take appropriate measures on policy matters
of common interest to Ministries, De-
parbnents and Agencies; and .

(g) do all such things as will contribute to the
atrainment ofthe security of Sierra Leone.

(a) classified infonnation and sources;

(b) information deemed necessary for the
maintenance and preservation of national
secudty; and

(c) information, the disclosure of which is
prejudicial to ongoing investigations or
secudty operations,
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Transnation.l
Organised
Crime Unit.

PART III - TRANSNATIONAL ORCAMSED CRIME TINIT

6, (l) There shall continue in existence, a sub{ornmittee of
the Council, known as the Tmnsnational Organised Cnme Unit which

shall be responsible to -

(a) submit reports, administrative and
operational proposals for the consideration
and approval of Council; and

(b) proffer advice to enhance the operations of
the Transnational organised Crimd Unit.

(2) The Transnalional Organised Crime Unit shall have a

Management Team, which shatl be the goveming body of the Unit,
consisting of the Assjstant Inspector-General of Police attached to

Oinre Services, as Chairman, and the following other members -

(a) The Joint Force Commander, Republic of
S ierra Leone Armed Forces;

(b)'Ihe Chiefofoperations, CentEl Intelligmce
and Security Agency;

(c) The Head oflegal and Justice Deparhnent,

Sierra Lrone Police;

(d) The Deputy Chief Immigration Officer;

(e) The Head ofCompliance and Operations,

Financial Intelligence Unit;

(f) The Chief of Intelligence,Anti-corruption
Commission;

(g) The Head ofOperations, National Drug
Law Enforcement Agency;



n

(h) The Head oflnterpol, Sierra Leone p'olice;

0 The Assistant Commissioner, Revenue,
lntelligence and Investigations, National
Revenue Authority;

0 The Head of Operations and Security, Siena
Leone Ports Authority;

E) The Safety and Compliance Manager, Sierra
Leone Air Ports Authority;

(l) The Head, Enforcement and Narcotic
Control, Pharmacy Board of Siena Leone;

(r0 The Head, Transnational Organised Crime
Unit; and

(n) The Director, Serious Organised Crime
Coordination, Offrce of National Security,
who shall serve as Secretary.

(3) The Management Team shall perform the following
functions-

(a) give directives to the Head of the Trans-
national Organised Crime Unit;

O) implement operational plans and activities
approved by theAdvisory Board using multi
agency approach;

(c) respond to incidence of organised criminal
activity that falls within the priority areas of

the Transnational Organised Crime Unit;

(d) develop strategy to combat or minimise the
incidence of organised crime in Sierra Leone.

No.2 T'he tYational Security and Central Intelligence Act 2023
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Advisory
Board.

(e) liaise with intemational security services

through InterPol;

(0 complement ali statutor-v institutional efforts

of thi Transnationatr Organised Crime Unit

and its partners through intelligence'

enforcemJntand prosecution in combating

organised crime in Siema Leone;

G) submit administrative and operational

proposals of the Transnational Organised

Crime Unit to the Advisory Board for advice'

aPProval, and onward submission to

Council; and

O) perform such firnctions as shall be assigrred

bY the Advisory Board'

7. (l) The Transnational Organised Crime Unit shall be

,up.*i,.a.tyanAdvisoryBoardwhichshallcorrsistoftheNational
!"i*ity c""1'dinator, * ihuit** and the foliowing other members-

(a) thelnspector-GeneralofPolice;

O) the Chiefof Defence Staft

(c) the Director-Ceneral, Central Intelligence

and SecuritY AgencY;

(d) the Permanent Secretary, Ministry oflnternal

aflairs;

(e) the Head of tle Transnational Organised

Crime Unit;

(0 the Director of Public Prosecutions;

G) the Chief Imrnigration Officer;
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(2) The Advisory Board shall be responsible to '

ft) the Director, Financial Intelligence Unit;

0 the Commissioner,Anti-Comrption Comm'
ission;

0 the Executive-Director, National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency;

(k) the Commissioner-General, National
Revenue Authority;

0) Executive Director, Sierraleone Maritime

Association;

(m) Executive Director, National Minerals

Agency;

(n) General-Manager,SierraLeonePorts
Authority;

(o) General-Manager, SienaLeoneAirport
Authority;

(p) Registrar, Pharmacy Boardof SienaLeone;

(q) Ch*irman, of the Managenrent Team of the

Transnational Organised Crime Llnit; and

(r) Chiefof StaR Office ofNational Securitywho

shall serve as Secretary.

(a) provide strategic direction forthe operations

of the Management Team referred to in
subsection (2) ofsection 6;

t3
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O) validate and approve the annual operation
or activity plan of Management Team;

(c) submitreports, administrative and operations
proposals for the consideration and approval
of Council; and

(d) proffer adyice to enhance the operations of
the Transnational Organised Crime Unit.

PART IV- SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEES
Nationat 8. 0) There shall continue in existence, a body known assecuritv the National secrnity council coordinating Group which shall consist

3|llill.,,"u ofthe National Secwity coordinator, as chsirman and the foilowing
Group. - other members-

G) the Deputy National Security Coordinator;

(b) the ChiefofDefence Sraff;

G) the lnspector General of police;

(d) theDirector-General, Cental Intelligence and
Security Agency;

G) Director-General, SierraLeoneCorrectional
Service;

(0 the ChiefFire Ofiicer;

G) theChieflmmigrationOfticer;

O) the JointForceCommander;

0 theAssistant Inspector-General ofpolice for
Operations;

0) the Head of Strategic Situation Group,
Offrce of National Security;
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(o) Director-in-charge ofAssessment, OfEce of
National Security, as SecreJary.

(2) The National Security CouDcil Coordinating Group
shall be a strategic security body which shall be responsibL to -

(a) make policy recommendations for the
attention of the Council;

@) assign respons ibil ities to Ministries,
Departnents and Agencies;

(c) approve assessment documents from the
Joint Int€lligence Committee and Foposals
from the Stategic Situation Group;

ft) senior civil servants of other Ministries,
Deparlrnents and Agencies as the Chairman
in consultation with members may deem
necessaryi

0) Director-G€neral Sierral*oneCivilAviation
Authority;

(m) Executive-Director,Nationalprot€ctedArca
Authority;

(n) Director-General, National Disaster
Management Agency;

(d) examine National Theat Assessmeots for
endorsement by the Council;

(e) examine National lntelligence Requirements
for endorsement by the Council; and

(fl perform such other functions as the Council
shali assign to it.
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Provincial
Security
Commi oe

(3) Forthe performance ofits fimctions under subsection
(2), the National Security Council Coordinating Group shall be
supervised by the Council.

(4) The National Security Council Coordinating Group
shall regulate the procedure at its meetings.

9. (l) Th€re shall continue in existence a security and
intelligence committoe for each province, known respectively, as
Provincial Security Committee consisting ofthe Resident Minister,
as Chairman and the following other members-

(a) ttre Provincial Seoetarl, as Deputy-Chairman;

O) the Deputy hovincial Secretary;

(c) the Brigade Commander in the region;

(d) the Police Commander in rhe region;

(e) the Regional Commander, Siena Leone
National Fire force;

(f) the Regional Commander Sierra Leone
Conectional Sewices;

(g) the Regional Inrmigration Ofiicer;

(h) the Senior District Ofticer;

(i) the Regional Case Ofrcer, Central Intelligenct
and Secu ty Agency;

O the Deputy Master aod Registrar for the
region;

ft) the Regional Chairmarl Council ofparamount
Chiefs;



Q) 2 memben nominated by the Chairman, after
consultation with other members;

(m) the Regional Coordinatol National Disaster
Management Agency;

(n) the Provincial Security Coordinator,
responsible for the coordinatiotr of security
and intelligence at the provincial level, shalt
serve as Secretary.

(2) Where the Chairman and the Deputy-Chairman ofa
Provincial Securitv Committee are unavailable for a meeting, the
Provincial Security Coordinator shall, in consultation with other
members, nominate a member from amongst those present to be
Chairman.

shall
(3) A Provincial Security Coffnittee undcr subsection (l),

(a) provide to the Council, tbrough the National
Security Coordinator, eady waming of the
existence or likelihood ofany secudty threat
to lhe province, county or the Goveflunent;
and

(b) perform such other function as may be
assigned to it by the Council.

(4) A Provincial Securiry Committee shall, in the
pedormanc€ of its functions under this Act, be subject to the general
or special directions of the National Security Council Coordinating
Group.

(5) A Provincial Security Committe€ shall meet every 2
weeks, at such place and time as the Chairman, in consultation with
the Provincial Security Coordinator, may detennine.

No.2 The National Secutiry and Centrui lntelligence trct 2023 17
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(O A Provincial Security Committee shall regulate rhe
procedure of its meetings.

Disrict
Secuiity
Committ.c.

10, (l) There shall continue in existence, a security and
intelligence committee for each district, tnowr respectively as District
Security Committee consisting of the Senior District Offrcer, as
Chairman and the following other members-

(a) Distict Council Chairman, as Deputy-
Chairman;

(b) the Local Unit Commander, Sierra Leone
Police;

(c) a representative of the local military
commander as designated by the appropriate
authority;

(d) the District Case Offcer Cent-al Intelligence
and Security Agenc;,;

(e) the District Firc Officel SierraLroneNational
Fire Force;

(! the OIficer-in-Charge of the Correctional
Centre in th6 Dishict;

(g) 2 persons nominated by the Chairman after
consultation with other members:

ft) the District Immigration Officer;

@ the Chairman, Council ofpararnount Chiefs
for the District;

$ the District Coordinatol National Disaster
Management Agency; and
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(k) the District Security Coordinator, responsibte
for the coordination of security and
intelligence at the district level, shall serve
as Secretary.

(2) Wlere the Chairman and the Depury-Chairman of a
District Security Corrunittee are unavailable for a meeting, the Disfict
Secudty Coordinator shall, in consultation with othir members,
nominate a mernber from amongst those present to be Chainnan.

(3) A District Security Comrnittee under subsection (1),
shall -

(a) provide to the Council, through the National
Security Coordinator, early waming of the
existence or likelihood ofany security tlreat
to the district province, country or the
Government; and

@) perform such other function as may be
assigned to it by the Council.

- (4) A Distict Security Commifiee shall, in the perfonnance
ofits functions under lhis Act, be subject to th€ general or special
directions of the appropriate provinciat Security Committee.

(5) A District Secudty Committee shall meet every w€elg
at such place and time as the Chairman, after consultation with tle
District Security Coordinator, may determine.

(q A Disrrict Securiry Committee shall regulate the
procedure of its meetings,

11: (l) There is hereby established a security and inteiligence ciiefdom
committee for each chiefdom which shall be knovm resoecti"lp 

"" 
sccurity

Chiefdom Secudty Committee which shatt consist oftt C'pa.amJunt 
committce

Chief, as Chairman and the following other members-
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(a) the Chiefdom Speaker, as Deputy'Chairman;

O) the most senior police commander in the

chiefdom;

(c) the most senior military commander in the

chiefdom;

(d) the Local CourtClerkl

(e) the Chiefdom Councillor;

(0 2 representatives from civil society as co-

oPted members;

G) the c€nhal chieftlom Administrative clert;

(h) the Chiefdom Coordinator, National Disaster

Management AgencY; and

(D the Chiefdom Security Coordinator'
responsible for the coordination of security

and intetligenc" ut chiefdom level, shall serve

as Secre&ry'

(2) Where the Chairman and the DePuty Chairman of a

Chiefilom btt*ity Cotonitt.e are both unavailable for a meeting'

tfr. Cf,i.fao. Security Coordinator shall in consultation with other

members nominate a chairman ftom amongst those present'

(3) A Chiefdom Security Committee shall serve as a

security and'intelligence committee and shall be responsible to -

(a) provide information to the Distict S€curity

Committee on the existence or likelihood of
any security tlreat to the chiefdom' district'

province, country or the Govemment; and



No,2 The National Security antl Cental Intelligence Act 7023
2l

O) perfonn such other functions as the Council

may assign.

(4) A Chiefdom Security Committee shall in the

perforrnance of its functions be under the supervision of the

appropriate District Securif Committee'

(5) A Chiefdom Security Committee shall meet every 7

days, at ir:.ch place and time as the Chairman in consultation with

tle Chiefdom security Coordinator may determine'

(O A Chiefdom Security Committee shall regulate the

procedure at its meetings.

t2. (1) The council shall have a Joint lntett's*:: 
^C:11'f: iill,!,r""..

which shall consist of the heads of all intelligence services or agencles co**ittt.'
andotherpertinentinstitutionswhichshallberesponsibletoapprove
*r.rr*.rr; of inteltigence and other related information prepared

or processed by the Offrce of National Security'

(2) The Joint Intelligence Committee under subsection

(l ), shall consist of the National secwity coordinator as chainnan

andthe following otlermembers -

(a) the Deputy National Security Coordinator;

O) the Director-General, Central lntelligence and

Security AgencY;

G) the Director, Defence Intelligence, Ministry

of Defence;

(d) the Head of Police Intelligence;

(e) the Head ofoperations, Operations, Planrdng

and Policy Departnent, Siena Leone Police;
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(0 the Chief of Intelligence, Anti-comrption
Commission;

(g) theCommandingOfticer, Forces, Intelligence
and Security Unit, Republic of Sierra Leone
Armed Forces;

O) the Head, Transnational Organised Crime
Unit;

(i) the Director, Financial Intelligence Unit;

$) the Director, Border Securify, Office of
National Security;

(k) the Director, Serious Organised Crime
Coordination, Offrce ofNational Security;

(t) the Director, in charge of provincial Security
Coordination

(m) the Director, Assessment Dhectorate, Ofiice
of National Security shall serve as
Secretary.

(3) The main functions ofthe Joint Inteiligence Committee
shall be to -

(a) approve assessments of intelligence and
other related informatioo prepared or
processed by the Offrce ofNational Secwity;
and

(b) assess the veracity of the intelligence and
informationreceived b1, intelligence
agencies, and where the intelligence gathered
arenotclearthe Joint I ntelli gence
Committee shall direct that mor€
intelligence be gath-ered; or where the
intelligence gathered is clear, it shall briefthe
National Security Council or the National
Security Council Coordinating Group or it

, shall give directive for the operationalisation
of intelligence as appropriate.
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(4) The Joint lltelligence Comrrittee shall meet every 7days, at such place and time as the Chaim:ran may detennine

._. 
(fl 

. 
Assessmeut approved by the Joint Intellisence

Lommrttee under subsection (3), shall be for*ara"a Uv tt" iu"tioiiisecurity coordinaror to memLirs of the N",il;#rJ;'ciff;
Coordinating Group and to other Minister, 

"na 
o#i"i"fiu,

appropriate.

. . 13. (t) The Cormcil shall have a Joint Mmitiru6 Commirre€ Joint
which shall provide support to the Agen"y;;.poofi-d;;'1"-'* ir#*ffir.

(a) the protection ofSiena Leone,s fisheries and
marine resources fiom illegal fishing;

(b) ensuring safety at sea through adequate and
timely response to sea disaiters; 

.

(c) tre protection ofsierra lpone,s coasline tom
tfueats emanating from i icit amg u-atrckins.
yugClirg, piracy, and ofter iltegal marinl
based activities;

(d) revenue generation through royalties, taxes,
fiaes and licences;

(e) effective management offisheries and marine
resouces to meet local demaadi

(f) th: monitoring contol and surveillance of
the Inshore Exclusion Zoo, 

"oa'L,Exclusive Economic Zone of Sierra Leone;
and

(g) provision of safe, secure and regulated
enviromeflt for vessels operating ii Sierra
Leone's tcrritorial waters.


